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Critical  
Reading

•	What is the author’s purpose?

•	What key questions or 	
problems does the author raise?

•	What information, data, and 
evidence does the author use in 
his or her reasoning?

•	What key concepts does the 
author use to organize this 
information, this evidence?

•	What key conclusions is the 
author coming to? Are those 
conclusions justified?

•	What are the author’s primary 
assumptions? Should any 
of these assumptions be 
questioned?

•	What viewpoint is the author 
writing from? Should any other 
viewpoints be considered?

•	What are some important 
implications of the author’s 
reasoning?




