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Fairminded Fran

"I think a lot. It helps me to
learn. It helps me to figure things
out. T want to understand my
parents and my playmates. In
fact, I even want to understand
myself and why I do things.
Sometimes I do things that I
don't understand. It's not easy
trying to understand everyone
and everything. Lots of people
say one thing and do another. You
can't always believe what people
say. You can't believe a lot of
what you see on TV. People often
say things not because they mean
them but because they want
things and are frying to please
you. I would like to make the
world a better place. I want to
make it better for everyone, not just for me and my friends. To
understand other people you have to look at things as they do.
You have to understand their situation and what you would feel
like if you were them. You have to put yourself in their shoes.
The other night I got mad at my sister because she wanted fo
watch a TV program that was on at the same time my favorite
show was on. I didn't want to let her until I realized that she
needed to watch her program to do some homework for school.
I knew then that it wouldn't be fair of me to insist on my show,
since she did have to do her homework for school. It isn't easy
to be fair. It's a lot easier to be selfish and just think about
yourself. But if I don't think about others, why should they
think about me? I want to be fair to others because I expect
everyone to be fair to me."
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Fairminded Fran was liked

by everyone.
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People liked Fran because
she always tried to be fair.
No matter what she was
doing, or who she was with,
she tried to be fair.

©2018 Linda Elder www.criticalthinking.org



Think About Fran and Sam 5

Which half would
you like Trina?

Whenever she divided a
cupcake to share with a
friend, Fran tried to be fair.
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Whenever she was watching
TV and others wanted to
watch something different,
she tried to be fair.

I want to watch
my show now! T
want to turn

the channell!

How about watching
the end of this show
about animals with
me? Then you can
watch your show.
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Whenever her parents asked
her to do her share of work to
help out around the house,
Fran tried to be fair.

How about doing
the dishes fonight
Joseph?

3.
That's right, so it is my
turn to do them today.
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How about helping us get ready for
our dinner guests by straightening up
the living room Fran?

Well, T wanted
to go over to Susan's
house for a little while
Dad, but I can do this
first because you and
Mom do so much
for me.

Fran tried to be fair to the
family, even when she wanted
to do something else instead.
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Whenever her teacher asked
Fran to help another student
learn something in class,
Fran tried to be fair.

Fran, would you mind helping
Alex out with his math? He
may need some help
understanding.

Sure,
I'll help
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Of course, Fran wasn't
perfect. No one is. But Fran
worked hard to do what she

thought was fair. She
wanted to be fair to herself

and to others.

I would really like to
take the biggest piece
for myself. But would
that be fair?
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Because she tried to be fair, and she was
fair most of the time, most people liked
Fran. But there was one person who
didn't like her. That was Selfish Sam.

Now Selfish Sam was just the opposite of
Fairminded Fran. He didn't try to be fair.
He thought that he should get whatever he
wanted. He was often unfair o others.
Sometimes he hurt their feelings because
he was selfish.
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And Selfish Sam would trick
people to get what he wanted.

OK, here is
half of my
sandwich
and some

apple slices.

How about sharing your
lunch with me. I forgot
mine, and I'm really
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The jokes on you, I
really did bring my
lunch-but yours looked
so much better!
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Most of the time, Sam was
just out to get
what he could
for himself.

Sam, what is
Christmas all
about?

Getting as
many presents
as you can.

What about
giving? Is
Christmas

Well T guess you do have to give a
few presents in order to get more
presents yourself.
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I need to figure out
how to teach Sam not
to be so selfish.
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And Sam didn't like
Fairminded Fran very much
because Fran was always
getting in his way.

Hey Sam!
Why are you
stealing my ball?

Sam, are you being fair right now?
Would you want someone to snatch
a ball away from you without
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Fairminded Fran even tried to help

Selfish Sam change, to become more
fair. But no matter how she tried to
help Sam see that it wasn't right to
be selfish, Sam thought she was silly.

.«igﬁn ' v?/(c)mno:o No Fran, you don't
be Zselfish get it. The only way

to get by in life is to
go after what you
want. If you have to
hurt a few people to
get what you want,
it's just too bad.

person? Don't
you care about
other people's
feelings?
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Since Fairminded Fran first
met Selfish Sam, she has
met many more people who
are selfish.

She even sees selfishness in
herself at times.

But when she notices herself
being selfish, she tries to use
her mind to stop herself.

She wants to be fair.

©2018 Linda Elder www.criticalthinking.org



Think About Fran and Sam 19

What about you?

Are you sometimes selfish?
Are you sometimes fair?

Do you know people who
are often selfish?

Do you know people who
are usually fair?

Which do you want to be,
fair or selfish?
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Selfish Sam

"I think a lot! It helps me
trick people and get what
I want. I believe whatever
I want to believe, whatever
gets me what I want. I
question anyone who asks
me to do what I don't want
to do. I figure out how to
get around my parents. I
figure out how to get
other kids to do what I
want them to do. I even
figure out how to avoid
thinking if I want.
Sometimes I say 'I can't!
when I know I could but don't want to. You can get what
you want from people if you know how to manipulate
them. Just the other night, T got to stay up till 11:00 by
arguing with my mother about bedtime! It helps to tell
people what they want to hear. Of course, sometimes
what they want to hear isn't true, but that doesn't matter
because you only get into trouble when you tell people what
they don't want to hear. You can always trick
people if you know how. Guess what, you can even trick
yourself if you know how."

At any time you are trying to get
what you want, ask yourself, "Am I
being more like Fairminded Fran right
now or more like Selfish Sam?"
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Here are some things you can do to
think about what it means to be fair:

Draw a picture of yourself being fair
to someone else.

How do you think others feel when
you are fair to them?
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Draw a picture of yourself being
unfair to someone else.

How do you think others feel when
you are unfair to them?
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Whenever you are unfair to someone,
figure out why you were unfair and
how you can be more fair next time.
Complete these statements:

» The situation that happened
was...

-« T was unfair because I..

* Instead of being unfair, I
should have done the following...

* What I can learn from thinking
about this situation is...
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Whenever you disagree with someone,
figure out what Fairminded Fran

and Selfish Sam would do in the
situation. Write in what Fran and
Sam would think or say:
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Note to the Teacher:

The templates on pages 21-24 may be enlarged and duplicated for classroom
use. These pages help children internalize the concepts of fair and unfair
thinking. The more students think about these concepts and apply the concepts
to situations they face on a daily basis, the more they will develop as fairminded
thinkers.

Additional Class Resources:

This manual provides the
conceptual foundations
for using the Miniature
Guide to Critical

Thinking for Children. It
also includes instructional
strategies and student
worksheets that can

be used in conjunction
with the mini-guide. Iltem
#541m

Designed for K-6
classroom use.
Explains basic critical
thinking principles to
young children using
cartoon characters.
Item # 540M

24 pages

size: 4 1/4"w x5 1/2"h

Our set of five
classroom posters
Using these laminated hand- keep critical thinking
held masks, students will enjoy at the forefront of
role-playing Naive Nancy, Selfish teacher and student
Sam and Fairminded Fran. These thinking. Visit our
masks enable teachers to focus website to view
on the importance of intellectual poster details. Item
empathy and fairmindedness #558s
in ways meaningful to children.
Item #542p
For Pricing and More Information
(To order guides or to inquire about other resources)
Phone 707-878-9100 With a 38-year history, our organization is one
Toll Free 1-800-833-3645 of the oldest living independent think tanks
advancing freedom of thought and confidence
Fax 707-878-9111 in reason through the tools of ethical critical
E-mail  cct@criticalthinking.org thinking. The Foundation for Critical Thinking
Web site  www.criticalthinking.org is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Please
Mail Foundation for Critical Thinking contribute to our essential work through our
P.O. Box 196 website, or call us on the phone. We still
Tomales, CA 94971 answer.
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