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CT800: Week 12 Assignments

2) Key ideas learned:
a. The main ideas I have internalized are that there are different forms of objectivity, the effect of Sociocentrism shown in the media, the comparison between the logic of news and the logic of history, and the biases in the news caused by economic imperatives.
b. These ideas are important because they facilitate a deeper understanding of what to expect when watching the news. Personally, I don’t watch the “News”; meaning those present on the television. However, I sometimes consume news surrounding topics in the cryptocurrency space and there are also different perspectives present (those of projects, investors, regulators, companies, etc.) In this complex context, I can clearly see that the notion of “truth” and objectivity must be considered critically. Most investors usually don’t know how the technology behind the projects works. This is analogous to a stock investor who doesn’t know how a company’s operative business runs. So, knowing these concepts discussed in the curriculum is definitely good.
c. My life should be different in the future in the following ways…
Whenever I come across news, I will do more research on the publishers and their typical readership. This is what stood out to me the most – the economic imperatives in the newspapers.
d. Being a critical consumer of media in my current daily life can be described as…
I’ve always been critical of the news. However, not from the standpoint of whether the information presented to me is biased or propagandized. I just didn’t see the relevance of the content in my day-to-day life. Also, because of the bias toward “novelty”, “sensationalism”, and negativity, news can have a profound effect on overall mental wellbeing. Somehow, I was always informed about the major things going on in the world, without watching the news, just because you really can’t escape information today. 
What I’m much more worried about are the things that are not reported (maybe because of government influence). By that, I mean things like inflation, the passing of laws, or anything that gives me a personal benefit.
If all that I’m getting from the news is fearporn, then I don’t see the point in watching.

