Think For Yourself (10-1):

Thinking About Your Own Sociocentrism
Make a list of the groups you belong to.  Then choose the group you think has influenced you the most.  Complete the following statements:

1. The group that has influenced me the most is probably…

2. This group’s main function is…

3. Comment on as many of the following variables which you can identify with respect to the group you have chosen to analyze.  To what extent does your membership in this group involve: 

· a name (that defines who and what they are)

Critical Thinking Trainers certified by The Critical Thinking Institute (our organization)
· a way of talking, 

We use the language of “visible thinking” and “cultures of thinking” (both from Project Zero) and “visible learning” (John Hattie)
· a set of “friends” and “enemies,” 

Our “friends” are mainly all the Trainers that decided to work with us and grow with us. All the ethically and actively collaborating Trainers. Our “friends” are also school directors and teachers that decided to cooperate with us (2-3 years ago) and develop their schools with our methodology. 

Our “enemies” are all the Trainers who decided to join our group just to steal our know-how and take it to other organizations. The “enemies” are also Trainers from other organizations who dilute the idea of ​​critical thinking and 4Cs competencies, they make critical thinking shallower in distinguishing facts from opinions and disinformation. Thus spoiling the "market" for this important competence. 
· group rituals (in which you must participate)

Annual trainer training on subsequent levels of "initiation", annual integration meetings in the form of workshops, supervision meetings for active Trainers (online), methodological meetings and methodological webinars (online)

· expected behaviors involving fellow members

The #1 expected behavior is to use critical thinking in your classes and in your life (professional and personal).

Another expected behavior is a development mindset, continuous learning, sharing knowledge and skills to build the wisdom of the entire community.

Next is a professional and reliable approach to the tasks performed. Last but not least is to follow the ethical and moral principles established by the group.

· expected behaviors when around the “enemies” of the group

Caution in sharing our know-how, questioning the truths and theories proclaimed by "enemies", asking about theoretical support for these truths, verifying the education and development path of people calling themselves critical thinking trainers. Courage in "unmasking" hypocrisy and lack of reliable competences.
· a hierarchy of power within the group

The organization's management board consisting of two people (making financial decisions and ensuring the correctness of documentation). Trainers are divided into levels (1-4) depending on the level of substantive and methodological exploration of the topic. All rules and decisions regarding the community and new training activities are made jointly and consulted with all Trainers.

· a way of dressing and speaking

There are no specific and restrictive rules regarding dress code - we dress neatly and professionally, without unnecessary pomp.

As for the language, it is professional, but not overly technical or philosophical - we always want to quickly build a good relationship with the trainees (we focus on kindness, openness and a friendly attitude).

· social requirements (to which you must conform), and 

· a set of taboos (forbidden acts, whose violation is punished)

We use a set of good practices that build trust in the community, created by the entire community based on "Braving" by Brene Brown. In addition, we also have a set of technical and organizational rules "Trainer's Guide", which defines all procedures for the activities we undertake. The license agreement, however, prohibits conducting training for other organizations or cooperating in creating any training or workshops outside our organization.

4. One of the key “requirements” of this group is: 
Growth mindset
5. One of the key “taboos” (what I am forbidden to do) is: 

Use the organization’s know-how outside the organization (to cooperate with other organizations).
A group that my group would look down upon is another organization training teachers that “stole” our trainers and some parts of our know-how to start similar projects.
We think of this group as beneath us because they have only small part of our know-how and do not learn, do not develop in this area. Their offer is not well-thought through – they haven’t built any methodology. 
Think for Yourself (10-2):

Identifying Sociocentric Thinking in the News

Locate at least one newspaper article containing evidence of sociocentric thinking on the part of some group.  Complete these statements:

· The article I identified is entitled “Contempt for life”
· A brief summary of the article is as follows 
This article was published on the website RadioMaryja.pl. It was created in response to the fact that the Sejm adopted on Wednesday an amendment to the Act on health care services financed from public funds, which assumes reimbursement of the in vitro method from the state budget. The author presents the position of the Polish church on the issue of in vitro. He claims that we should move towards eliminating the threats posed by modern civilization to fertility, including behaviors that are far from a healthy lifestyle, especially among young people. They lead to difficulties in conceiving a child. The focus on "producing" children on glass comes at a huge moral, health and psychological cost. It also means that children are treated not only as an object and goal, but also as the property of the state, which can make unfair decisions about their lives. In vitro is a manifestation of the domination of the cold, inhumane treatment of human life over the love and dignity of every human being. In vitro means creating people at the expense of others - already conceived human beings that have been frozen for many years, waiting for their chance. The author also denies the attitude of PIS MPs who supported the bill.
· The sociocentric thinking depicted in this article is as follows 
It mainly concerns the position on in vitro. In vitro fertilization is the initial stage of popularizing unnatural techniques that are far from respecting humanity, such as preimplantation diagnosis, which is only possible in the in vitro procedure. This method may also involve unethical practices such as surrogacy or paying for cell donation. A mechanical, heartless approach to procreation, if we add abortion and euthanasia, will have a negative impact on medical personnel who, being influenced by these procedures, will be deprived of the ethos of protecting life at all costs and at the expense of great effort. Protecting human life sometimes requires extraordinary efforts. This has an impact on the conscience of doctors. Additionally, the author asks whether Law and Justice is starting to drift in a more liberal direction in order to gain the votes of the liberal electorate. Mateusz Morawiecki is still trying to form a government, so maybe he wants to gain support with these actions. However, this is short-sighted. In Western Europe, there are currently no real right-wing parties on the political scene, which is the result of the fact that for years the local right has been trying to come to terms with the center-left or the left, making various compromises in order to maintain or gain power.
· If this group had not been thinking sociocentrically, and instead had been thinking rationally, they would have behaved in the following way…
In this situation, it is difficult to even imagine what they could do... I think they could, first of all, acknowledge and not deny that members of the political group they support have the right to have a different opinion on in vitro. Moreover, they could also listen to the arguments of the opposing side, try to understand couples trying to have a child using in vitro, realize that these are "normal" children, "children of God" as other children call them, and that their right to life is undeniable. . However, sociocentrism in this case reaps the harvest of hatred, segregation, rejection, condemnation "in the name of God".
Think for Yourself (10-3): 

Distinguishing Between 

Indoctrination and Education

As a person interested in developing your thinking, it is important that you clearly distinguish between indoctrination and education.  These two concepts are often confused, even by persons of some intelligence and status.  Using a good dictionary as your reference, complete the following statements (you may want to look these words up in more than one dictionary for a more comprehensive understanding of these terms). 

1) according to the dictionary, the meaning of the word indoctrination that contrasts with the meaning of education is:
Indoctrination involves one thought (political or social) as correct and binding on everyone. It is reinforced by propaganda
2) according to the dictionary, the most fundamental meaning of the word education that contrasts with the meaning of indoctrination is:
In education, the most important thing is upbringing and development, but without indicating a specific direction or one way - it is an open process. It's a lifelong process.

3) the main difference between education and indoctrination, therefore, is superior goal.

Indoctrination aims to make everyone think in one undeniably right direction, in one correct way.

Education aims to develop the individual and his thinking so that it is as unique as possible, enriches society, brings a new view, a fresh perspective, and allows for building a better understanding of the world and other people.
Once you feel reasonably clear about the essential differences between these terms, think about your previous schooling and figure out the extent to which you think you have been indoctrinated (in contrast to having been educated).  Complete these statements:

1) As a student I believe I have been mainly indoctrinated.  My reasons for concluding this:
The time of my education was no longer during the period of communism in Poland, but the post-communist times still had a lot of communist influences (especially in education). Maybe it was no longer a strong indoctrination, but many of its elements remained in the consciousness and subconsciousness of the teachers I met on my educational path and in the entire educational system.

2) For example…

I was taught that there is only one correct interpretation of a work (the so-called "what the author had in mind"). During the lesson, there was no space for sharing one's own thinking, asking questions or questioning teachers' statements - this was perceived as lack of education and punished.

Think for Yourself: 10-4 

Discuss the Beginning Thinker Stage
Try to figure out the extent to which, and in what ways, your thinking has been influenced by the following factors:

· Your culture

The culture in which I grew up had a significant impact on my thinking - a small town near Warsaw, ubiquitous Catholicism, an orchard area - people living off the work of their hands. Many limiting beliefs were forced into my head. In addition, there is a broader aspect - Polish culture, very Catholic, very limited, closed to Western Europe, to fresh thinking, other cultures.

· Your family

My family had a very big influence on my thinking in the early years of my life. Many (toxic) beliefs and beliefs were then forced into my head. For example, that I have to be a polite, nice and quiet girl (at home and at school), that I cannot say loudly that I don't like something or disagree with something, that only hard work (preferably physical) can constitute about my value, that as a girl I have little to say, that only a man can make decisions in the family, can manage money. A whole huge load of small town/rural approach to life. Fortunately, I quickly noticed the hypocrisy of this situation, I started to verify these beliefs and check whether there was no other "way of life".
· Your personal history

My history, the places I went to, the people I met, the places I worked, the variety of jobs I did... all this had and still has an impact on my current thinking, my approach to life, my need to develop in the area of critical thinking.
· Your colleagues

My colleagues have a very strong influence on my thinking, they make me have to verify my assumptions almost every day, seek deeper understanding, check many perspectives before I can say that "I know what I'm talking about". It's safe to say that they constantly stimulate me to develop my thinking and look for more clear and precise ways of communication (with my husband, with whom I run the company, at the helm).

· Your supervisors

I don't have any supervisors at the moment, but I can confidently say that my former supervisors had a great influence on my thinking. They helped me understand that running an organization is not only about giving orders and delegating tasks. I understood that it is, above all, good communication, jointly looking for gaps, learning from mistakes (through their in-depth analysis), facing challenges together (and not solving problems alone).

As you do so, try to imagine how your thinking might be different if you had been born in a different culture with different influences than those you have had in your life.  Obviously you cannot know precisely how you would differ, but the idea is to step outside yourself and imagine that if the above factors were different for you, your thinking would differ accordingly.

I think that the less strict and restrictive environment in which I grew up could have made my need to seek a different way of thinking and openness less. I wouldn't feel like fighting hypocrisy and limitations. All of this would make me more "lazy" in trying to develop my thinking. But these are just guesses ;)

