Module 4 Assignment
Ciara Valdoria

The intellectual standards serve as a guide as to how our thinking should be. Thinking is a spectrum, and some thinking is more critical than others. Testing your thinking against these intellectual standards, and adjusting thinking based on the feedback standards provide you, can make your thinking more critical. The idea that thinking is communication is powerful. When our thinking does not pass the intellectual standards, it is possible that our communication is also subpar. To ensure that our thinking is sound, our ideas should be clear, accurate, precise, relevant, have depth, have breadth, are logical, and are fair. What’s tricky is that our thinking may satisfy some standards, but not others. Depending on the situation, some standards may also be more difficult to fulfill than others. The intellectual standard of “fairness” stands out to me. As we may remember from previous modules, we are capable of being fair-minded critical thinkers. Our thinking may satisfy all the previous seven standards, but it may not be fair.  
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