Amy Linenberger – Forum Post for Module One

a. Write a brief summary answering the question, “What is critical thinking?” As you write your summary, you may wish to return to any or all of the resources above as needed.

In critical thinking, an individual employs a methodology for intentional thinking about thinking, which analyzes, challenges, and shapes the way we use thought with the end of accomplishing optimal outcomes for ourselves and the world. It is a holistic thought practice that considers internal and external influences and impacts sifted through the full spectrum of reason and applied at the highest standard of moral and intellectual excellence.

b. Write a brief summary answering the question, “How is the conception of critical thinking presented here different from conceptions of critical thinking that I have previously encountered?”

I don’t know that I have experienced a class specifically focused on the topic of critical thinking. The concepts presented here are more granular and comprehensive than I have previously encountered. I have seen these concepts scattered through various approaches to thinking in the context of other disciplines (like we heard about in one of the videos) but not spelled out in this way so we focus solely on the critical thinking itself and the mechanics of it.
 
c. Write briefly about how you can begin to apply this module’s content to your daily life.

Having the standards, elements, and traits spelled out, I can more mindfully apply them and evaluate my thinking.  This way of thinking feels like it should be second nature, but I’m curious to see how I’m doing and how I can evaluate and improve my thinking.

d. Write a little about yourself: your name, title, school or professional affiliation, your motivation for taking this course, and what you hope to learn in it. We want to be on a first-name basis throughout the course.
My name is (Ms.) Amy Linenberger. I’m an organizational and talent development professional who recently left the corporate world to contribute my skillsets to Christian ministry. I’m taking this course to learn more about critical thinking and how I can use it in my work and personal life. It’s such an essential skill for any organization, learner, individual – I should have focused more on this topic years ago! I’m looking forward to building my thinking skills and learning from and getting to know everyone on the journey. 
