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Tomorrow

Module 10: April 22 - April 29
Detecting and Navigating Media Bias

Introduction

All humans are biased, and our biases usually function at the unconscious level. It then follows that the news we receive
comes from biased (i.e., human) sources, with biases affecting what stories are reported or discussed by a given source
and how those stories are framed - what words are used with what connotations, what background information is given or
withheld, what prominence is given to a particular story versus another, and so forth.

One purpose of critical thinking is to identify biases in the media we expose ourselves to (including mainstream media,
social media, and any other media through which ideas and information are shared). We should be able to reason critically
through media while gleaning useful information and insights where they can be found. Bias does not equate with
falsehood or uselessness, but it does require that we carefully analyze and evaluate what we read, see, and hear by using
the tools of critical thinking.

To join the optional weekly Zoom meetings on Thursdays at 1:00 p.m. Eastern Time, click here.

Important Announcement:

For exercises completed directly within the Center for Critical Thinking Community Online, the 'Save" Button will
not work unless data is entered into every text field within the activity. Therefore, when completing assignments within
the Community Online, please use one of the following methods if you want to save your progress before answers are
entered into all fields:

1. Enter and save answers to each question within a document on your computer, such as an MS Word file. After it's
finished, copy and paste each answer into its corresponding field, and then save your work on the activity page.

2. If you prefer to enter your answers only into the website itself and wish to save your progress before data is entered
into each field, please enter at least one keyboard character into every remaining blank field before clicking 'Save.' This
will ensure that the data is preserved, and that you can later return to the page and continue your work.
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Important Announcement:

For exercises completed directly within the Center for Critical Thinking Community Online, the 'Save" Button will
not work unless data is entered into every text field within the activity. Therefore, when completing assignments within
the Community Online, please use one of the following methods if you want to save your progress before answers are
entered into all fields:

1. Enter and save answers to each question within a document on your computer, such as an MS Word file. After it's
finished, copy and paste each answer into its corresponding field, and then save your work on the activity page.

2. If you prefer to enter your answers only into the website itself and wish to save your progress before data is entered
into each field, please enter at least one keyboard character into every remaining blank field before clicking 'Save.' This
will ensure that the data is preserved, and that you can later return to the page and continue your work.

Assignments

1. Read pages 1-16 and 43-46 in Fact Over Fake: A Critical Thinker’s Guide to Media Bias and Political
Propaganda.

2. Select three key ideas from the reading material above. For each key idea, complete three of the statements below: A,
B, and your choice of either C or D. When you are finished, post your work to the Course Forum.

a. Akey idea | have learned is...

b. In other words...

c. An example of this idea manifesting in the real world is...

d. An analogy or illustration of this idea can be described as follows...

3. Complete the activity “Determine Relevant Information Sufficient to Answer a Question.” When you have
finished inputting your response, click the “Save” button to the lower-right of the text field. Then, share the completed
activity with the class as follows:

a. Click the “Share” button to the lower-right of the text field.
b. In the resultina non-un window. select "CT800: Sorina 2025" in the dron-down menu anpearina in the unper-left
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2. If you prefer to enter your answers only into the website itself and wish to save your progress before data is entered
into each field, please enter at least one keyboard character into every remaining blank field before clicking 'Save.' This
will ensure that the data is preserved, and that you can later return to the page and continue your work.

Assignments

1. Read pages 1-16 and 43-46 in Fact Over Fake: A Critical Thinker’s Guide to Media Bias and Political
Propaganda.

2. Select three key ideas from the reading material above. For each key idea, complete three of the statements below: A,
B, and your choice of either C or D. When you are finished, post your work to the Course Forum.

a. Akey idea | have learned is...

b. In other words...

c. An example of this idea manifesting in the real world is...

d. An analogy or illustration of this idea can be described as follows...

3. Complete the activity “Determine Relevant Information Sufficient to Answer a Question.” When you have
finished inputting your response, click the “Save” button to the lower-right of the text field. Then, share the completed
activity with the class as follows:

a. Click the “Share” button to the lower-right of the text field.

b. In the resulting pop-up window, select "CT800: Spring 2025" in the drop-down menu appearing in the upper-left
corner.

c. Click the "Send" button in the lower-right corner of the same pop-up window.

4. Inthe Course Forum, return to one assignment post from Module 9 and provide feedback on one of your fellow
participants’ submissions using Intellectual Standards.

Be sure you provide feedback to a different participant than you did in the previous module - someone you
have not yet given feedback to this semester, if possible.
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