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Module 1 – Instructional Redesign
1. Write a brief description of your current courses in terms of:
a. Your primary instructional approach.
b. Whether you try to engage students in quality reasoning.
c. If applicable, how you try to engage students in quality reasoning.

For the sake of this assignment—and perhaps the course as a whole—I’d like to set in focus a new class that I’ll be teaching starting this fall: 2 Samuel. This course focuses on the interpretation of the biblical text chiefly by way of the Hebrew. Because my students are training to be pastors, whose task it will be to interpret the Bible for the sake of their people, I have tried to incorporate many practical elements into the course assignments. That is, it’s not just a theoretical class. 
My primary instructional approach is typically dialogical. I do best when questions are asked and discussion is underway. For this class, I will largely conduct the first two weeks in this dialogical manner, guiding a discussion in each of the class periods around a shared text. For the following 6 weeks, I will have a student guide the class discussion and I will be a participant with the rest of the class. The goal here is to encourage the leadership capacity of our students and set them in a context that will prepare them for the monthly gathering of local pastors. As far as assignments go, the students will translate weekly, read commentary alongside, prepare a Bible study on the text, and preach on a selected passage. 
All of this requires quality reasoning. The students need to interpret another text. While we have a variety of “rules” or “hermeneutics” for how to interpret a text, like the definition we learned of Critical Thinking: it’s an art. It requires all the Intellectual Standards and applies to the Elements of Reasoning, especially as they construct their own Bible study on the text. 
The chosen assignments (translation, reading, discussion, leading, preaching, and preparing a Bible study) each requires the student to engage in quality reasoning. Furthermore, the class discussions—even when led by the student—will allow me to refine their thinking with questions of clarification, precision, breadth, bias, etc. 
