CT700 Module 1 Theory Forum Assignment

a. What is Critical Thinking as described in this week’s reading?
	Critical Thinking is the process of thinking about one’s thinking with the purpose of improving that thinking. One might say that it is engaging in the process of meta-thinking. It involves ongoing growth in applying intellectual standards to the elements of reason over time, resulting in the development of intellectual traits or virtues.

b. How is the conception of Critical Thinking presented here different from conceptions of critical thinking that I have previously encountered?
	Until I was introduced to the Paul-Elder Framework, I can’t say that I had encountered any other particular conception of critical thinking. I had heard the phrase used, with the frequent assumption that all had a common understanding of its meaning and its importance, particularly in educational circles. And I think that I operated on the presupposition that I engaged in critical thinking regularly, given that I have a fairly analytical mind and a relatively high level of intelligence and education. Since being introduced to this conception, I realize that I was lacking any real understanding of the elements of reason, of applying intellectual standards to those elements with any consistency, and hence lacked substantive intellectual virtues, although I might have prided myself as being characterized by them.
c. About myself: 
I am Ron Wiley, PhD, and I am an associate professor of international relations at Kazakh American Free University in Oskemen, East Kazakhstan, Republic of Kazakhstan. I also serve as the Central Asia regional director for the international humanitarian NGO, Resource Exchange International, Inc. My connection to Central Asia began in 1991, when my wife and I led a student cultural exchange group to the USSR, which included stops in Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan. We have since then lived over 20 years in Kazakhstan and 3 years in Uzbekistan, punctuated by time back in our home state of Colorado, USA due to health issues, the COVID pandemic, and sharing in elder care for family members. 
I was first exposed to the Paul-Elder Framework while searching for critical thinking resources to help me teach a Foundations for Engineering course as a social scientist for a brand new technology university in Samarkand, Uzbekistan in 2022. I had hoped to sign up for this course in 2023, but discovered that enrollment had already closed, so launched into the CT800: Critical Thinking: Tools for Taking Charge of Your Learning & Your Life course instead. Not having fully taken charge of my life at that point, I only completed the first half of that course before needing to withdraw for lack of sufficient time to remain active in it. However, I have incorporated this critical thinking framework into every subsequent course I’ve taught and continue to try to grow in my own application of it as I go along. I’m back for another attempt, having found a spot in CT700 this fall. Due to a lighter teaching schedule at my current university, I am hoping to improve my effectiveness as a teacher at instilling critical thinking into my own life, as well as into the thought lives of my students. Even after more than 30 years of independence from the ideological education system of the USSR in both countries where I’ve taught, wrote memory work and uncritical acceptance of official ideology from above still tend to characterize much of the educational framework in which I work. This challenges me to even greater efforts to stimulate fair-minded critical thinking within the future leaders of Central Asia.


