Instructional Redesign Assignments, Module 4
1. For examples of practical teaching strategies that deal with the Intellectual Standards, review pages 6-9 in How to Improve Student Learning.
2. Focusing on ideas from this module’s reading, video, and/or activities, answer the following in a digital document:
a. The main ideas I am beginning to internalize from this module’s coursework are as follows...
I need to help the students to assess their thinking, reading, writing, speaking and listening using intellectual standards that have been presented and practiced in the theory portion of this module. As they understand the elements of reason, they can engage in this type of assessment, and will then be developing in intellectual virtues as well-reasoning, fair-minded thinkers.
b. I can bring these ideas into my course(s) in the following ways...
I have already been asking the students to write down their most basic question that they need answered at the end of each class period. But I can extend their learning by using the strategy given on p. 9 of How to Improve Student Learning by having them answer each other’s questions in pairs as well at the end of each class.
3. Focusing on your application of what you learned from the previous module (on the Elements of Reasoning), complete the following in the same digital document as you used for Instructional Redesign assignment #1 above:
a. I have tried applying the following ideas from the previous module in my teaching...
I introduced “Analyzing the Logic of an Article”, assigning various articles, and having the students provide the elements of reason that they could identify within the assigned articles, and then comparing what they found with their table mates.
b. The following things have gone well...
They did seem to manage to report each of the elements of reason that were evident within each article.
c. The following things need modification..
Given the level of English some of them demonstrate in speech vs. that which is being presented in the assignments that they submit, I suspect that some of them are using AI to identify and articulate the elements of reason, rather than working through the assignment using their own intellects. 
d. In view of what I have learned, I plan to do the following...
I’ll need to have them work in pairs in class as I circulate and eavesdrop on this same activity, rather than assigning it has homework. It is becoming increasingly difficult to get them to apply themselves intellectually with AI so readily available and being promoted even by university and government officials as a necessary tool. I can see indications that they are atrophying in certain ways intellectually by letting AI do their thinking for them, rather than using it merely as a tool to do research or organize material.

