





Module 4
Terry Inglese, October 24th, 2026 
Criteria Corner Activities:
Internalize These Essential Intellectual Standards for Thought:
1. Clarity
2. Accuracy
3. Precision
4. Relevance
5. Depth
6. Breadth
7. Logicalness
8. Significance
9. Fairness
10. Sufficiency
Clarity
The intellectual standard of clarity derives from the fact that we want or need to communicate a certain meaning to others and unclear language undermines or defeats that purpose.

Activity: Convert Unclear Thoughts to Clear Thoughts

Can you convert an unclear thought to one that is clear? Suppose you are engaged in a discussion about welfare and one person says, “Let’s face it, welfare is corrupt!” What does this statement mean? What might it mean in different contexts?

Depending on the situation, it could mean very different things. It could mean, “The very idea of giving people goods and services they have not personally earned is equivalent to stealing money from those who have earned it” (an ethical claim). Or it might mean, “The welfare laws have so many loopholes that people are receiving money and services not envisioned when the laws were initially formulated” (a legal claim). Or it might mean, “The people who receive welfare so often lie and cheat to falsify the documents they submit that they should be thrown in jail” (a claim about the ethical character of the recipients).
Now, consider this statement: “She is a great employee.” This statement is unclear. Because we don’t know the context within which this statement is being made, we aren’t sure in what way “she” is “great.”  Formulate three possible meanings of this statement. Now take the statement, “All is good.”  Again, formulate three possible different meanings of this statement. When you become skilled in differentiating what is clear and what is unclear, you will find that much of the time we are unclear both about what we are thinking and about what we are saying.

Terry’s Homework 
Identify and articulate the meaning of common “throw-away" phrases and words. Make a list of words and phrases people around you use on a regular basis which are unclear, words such as “no worries,” “cool,” “nice”, “I’m good,” and articulate what people may in fact mean by any of these terms. Because these words and phrases may mean very many different things, they are in fact “throw away” terms, having no clear meaning in themselves.

“throw-away" phrases and words:

· It is ok!
· It is not ok!
· Could be better!
· Interesting! 
· Wow, I never thought about it. 
· This is a good idea. 

Accuracy
The intellectual standard of accuracy derives from the fact that we are trying to understand or communicate things as they actually are.  Inaccurate thought defeats that purpose.

Activity: Recognizing Inaccurate Statements
Can you identify a statement that you heard recently that was clear but inaccurate? You will find an abundance of examples in everyday statements that people often make in praise or criticism. People in general have a tendency to make two kinds of inaccurate statements: false positives about the people they personally like (these would be untrue positive statements about people they like) and false negatives about the people they personally dislike (untrue negative things about people they don’t like). Politically motivated statements tend to follow a similar pattern.

Terry’s Homework 
Identify one or a few inaccurate statements. See if you can think of examples of inaccurate statements from your recent experiences. Write your answer. 

From my students when I ask if they used AI for writing their drafts:
· My question: Did you use AI?
· Well, I used it because I was in hurry and I wanted to deliver the homework in time.
· I used it, because my English is not good enough, and I wanted to deliver a good draft. 

Precision
The intellectual standard of precision derives from the fact that we often need details and specifics to accomplish our purpose. Imprecision, or the failure to provide details and specifics, defeats that purpose.





Activity: Recognize When Precision is Needed
Can you think of a recent situation at work or at home in which you needed more details to ﬁgure something out, a circumstance in which, because you didn't have the details, you experienced some negative consequences? For example, have you ever been given directions to someone's house, directions that seemed precise at the time? Yet when you tried to ﬁnd the person's house, you got lost because of lack of details in the directions?

Identify a situation where there were consequences for imprecise information. First identify a situation in which the details and speciﬁcs were important (for example, in buying a house, a computer, or a car). Then identify the negative consequences that resulted because you didn't get the details you needed to think well in the situation.

Terry’s Homework 
Recently I needed to book and to buy a flight ticket for my mum. I logged in to the flight company website where I have an account. I love this company, because the procedures are clear. However, when I looked for a flight destination in the month of November, either from my hometown or from another town, no flights to my destination were listed. I was baffled and I thought, «what happened?”. Because currently in Italy there are revolts against the high prices and inflations, I thought that this was the cause. I speculated all sorts of causes. Anyway, a person that we know told us that there are no flights to the desired destination, because the airport of the city is currently renovating the airport. Well, the air-company could have listed this reason, and we – the customers – could be more prepared for such surprises. From my point of view, it is the duty of the air-company to share this information. 



Relevance
The intellectual standard of relevance derives from the fact that some information—however true, might not bear on a question to which we need an answer. Irrelevant information, thrust into the thinking process, diverts us from the information we do need and prevents us from answering the question at hand.


Activity: Recognize Irrelevant Statements
Can you identify a statement you heard recently that was clear, accurate, and sufﬁciently precise, but irrelevant to the circumstance, problem, or issue? Though we all sometimes stray from a question or task, we need to be sensitive to when failure to stay on task may have a signiﬁcant negative implication. Begin probing for relevance. Where appropriate, ask the simple and disarming question ‘how do you see what you just said as being relevant to the issue we are discussing at present?’ Ask yourself the same question on a regular basis.

Terry’s Homework 
Consider the relevance of provided information. Identify circumstances in which people tend to introduce irrelevant considerations into a discussion (for example, in meetings, in response to questions in class, in everyday dialogue when they have a hidden agenda or simply want to get control of the conversation for some reason).

I like to follow how Italian politicians explain their reasons when events are happening. I am not a left-wing supporter. So, I have fun in listening to left-wing Italian politicians on how their react to events that are happening during the current time. When left-wings politicians are invited to talk-shows, I noticed that they often avoid answering – or – addressing the conservations – or – their answers to very specific questions asked by the TV hosts. They add all these irrelevant details and are not addressing the core issue of what has been them asked. Honestly, the right-wing Italian politicians are more concrete and persuasive … but of course, I am biased. :-) 

Depth
The intellectual standard of depth derives from the fact that some issues involve complexity and thinking that ignores complexity will not effectively deal with the complicated problem or issue at hand.





Activity: Recognizing Superﬁcial Approaches
Consider the consequences of superficial solutions. Identify a problem you have experienced at work where the solutions presented to the problem were superﬁcial in nature. If decisions were made based on this surface thinking, what were the consequences that followed from the decision? If ﬁnal decisions have not yet been made on this issue, try to think of some implications (or potential consequences) of following the superﬁcial thinking that has been presented to deal with the problem.

Terry’s Homework 
I am baffled by the behavior of current college students at my university, especially the part-time ones. They enroll in our highly intense study programs, and they think that they can make deals with us lecturers on everything. The advent of AI accelerated the feeling of entitlement of most students, exacerbating the lack of real commitment in studying and learning. Therefore, to enroll in a college study program to just pass – transactionally – the modules with the least level of engagement and work, it is a great failure – for me – of our higher education planning and running institutions. 

Breadth
The intellectual standard of breadth derives from the fact that some issues can be dealt with only from multiple points of view. Thinking that is one-sided when many-sidedness is called for cannot address the problem or issue at hand.

Activity: Thinking Broadly About an Issue
Identify and articulate many points of view on a single topic. Take the question, "Is abortion morally justiﬁed?" Some argue that abortion is not morally justiﬁable, and others argue that it is. Try to state and elaborate on each of these points of view in detail. Articulate each point of view objectively, regardless of your personal views. Present each point of view in such a way that a person who actually takes that position would assess it as accurate. Each line of reasoning should be clear, accurate, precise, relevant, and deep. Try not to take a position on the issue yourself.

Terry’s Homework 
"Is abortion morally justiﬁed?"
Yes,
It depends on the context (learning about the context is key and complex)
· has the woman, new mum, decided to become pregnant? Or was it an accident or a result of a rape?
· Who is deciding to make the abortion? A male present in the circle of this woman, or is it a decision take by the woman herself, without being forced or manipulated by someone else? 
· Is the woman mentally stable?
· Is she working and can support the costs of the newborn?

No, 
It depends on the context (learning about the context is key and complex)
· According to religious circles, the act of abortion is considered a sin, a sort of murder; Is it possible to save the child and help the mum and the child? 
· If the mum wants to do an abortion, is there a way to find a couple that is fit to provide a future for this child? 


Logicalness
The intellectual standard of logic derives from the fact that reasoning that is inconsistent and self-contradictory necessarily lacks coherence and hence intelligibility.


Activity: Recognizing Illogical Thinking
Identify situations dictated by illogical decisions. Identify a situation at work where decisions made seemed to be based on illogical thinking, thinking that didn't make sense to you.

Terry’s Homework 
1. What was the situation?
2. What was the thinking in the situation that you consider to be illogical? Why do you think it was illogical?
3. What were some consequences that followed from illogical thinking?
Recently we received a new and super expensive building for our school. Everything looks fantastic, but there is a new rule: no one (us lecturers and researchers) will sit at the same desk. No private desks anymore. I found this decision an illogical one, because I (and all my colleagues) cannot organize their desks with the stuff that we need to work with (books, computers, piles of texts, etc). With time, this decision and the behavior as a consequence does not create an attachment to the workplace. Some colleagues arrive super early in the morning, to occupy the best desks. I currently find this choice very illogical. 



Significance
The intellectual standard of significance derives from the fact that some questions and issues can only be addressed through gathering and considering important information and focusing on significant ideas and viewpoints; failing to focus on what is important will necessarily keep us from effectively addressing significant problems or issues.


Activity: Target Significance in Thinking
Consider the time you spend on various things. Think about your life, about the way you spend your time, in terms of the amount of time you spend on signiﬁcant versus trivial things. As you do so, write the answers to these questions:

Terry’s Homework 
1. What is the most important goal or purpose you should focus on at this point in your life? Why is this purpose important? How much time do you spend focused on it? 
I am currently working on my first didactic novel. I am focused to finalize the big draft for the end of this year. I am also a lecturer and an instructor, so I am super aware of the scarcity of my time, also because I want to accomplish many projects. I am very jealous of my time. 

2. What are the most trivial or superﬁcial things you spend time focused on (things such as appearance, impressing your friends or colleagues, spending money on things you don't need, chatting about insigniﬁcant things at parties, and the like)?
I tend to radically avoid losing time on trivial activities and events. 

3. What can you do to reduce the amount of time you spend on the trivial, and increase the amount of time you spend on the signiﬁcant?
No need to add more boundaries, because I am already super organized in protecting my time and my every. Of course, it took me a while to learn how to do that. 





Fairness
The intellectual standard of fairness derives from the fact that it is possible to ignore relevant facts and insights when they are not in line with one’s interest or agenda. Violation of this standard is common in human life.


Activity: Are You Always Fair?
All of us want to see ourselves as imminently fair. Yet because we are by nature self-serving, we are not always able to consider the rights and needs of others in equivalent terms as we do our own. Indeed, one of the most difﬁcult things for people to do is identify times when they are unfair. Yet highly skilled thinkers, aware of this human tendency, routinely search for problems in their thinking.

Terry’s Homework 
Analyze yourself for fairness. In the spirit of this idea, try to think of several times in the past few weeks where you were not fair. You are looking for situations where your behavior was selﬁsh or self-serving and as a result, you negated another person's desires or rights. You placed your desires ﬁrst. Remember that the more examples you can think of, the better. Also remember that, because of our native egocentrism, we are highly motivated to hide our unfair thoughts and behaviour. Try not to fall into this trap.

Honestly, I always place my needs and my priorities first. I felt – growing up – often lost and unsecure about others. My father left when I was a baby and I grew up with my mum. Today, I am 55, but – honestly – if I reached my long-lasting results, it is because I needed to learn how to grow up fast, without losing time and energy due to other people own priority. 

Sufficiency
The intellectual standard of sufficiency derives from the fact that an intellectual task in any given situation is driven by the question at issue, and that this question implies precisely what information must be gathered to effectively answer the question.


Activity: Determine Relevant Information Sufficient to Answer a Question
When reading an article in the mainstream news, identify an example of someone offering her or his positionon an issue, supported indeed by relevant information, but while also ignoring other relevant information essential to answering the question.

Terry’s Homework 
Identify and analyze an instance where someone omitted important relevant information. Use this format:

Sometimes, i need to use this approach with my mum, who is someone who controls everything and slows down certain decisions that need to be taken fast. 
· the position being taken was as follows: to provide the least information;
· the information being used to support the position was very scant; 
· the information or point of view being ignored or left out of reasoning was the strategy to fasten certain processes of decisions.  


2

