CT700 Module 5 Theory Assignment
Strong Sense Versus Weak Sense Critical Thinking
Write out your understanding of the differences between strong and weak sense critical thinking.
1. I understand strong sense critical thinking to mean...
…fairminded reasoning at a high skill level, applying reasoning standards of breadth and depth so as to consider complexity and multiple viewpoints. It includes consistent application of all the intellectual standards of reasoning, while avoiding the biases and prejudices of egocentric and sociocentric thought. It also includes avoiding the use and misuse of logical fallacies in order to confuse or delude another. It involves reasoning that is consistent with the values of critical thinking.

2. I understand weak sense critical thinking to mean...
…that a person is using various traits and skills of critical thinking with intellectual arrogance and selfishness, consistent with their own biases or prejudices, in order to advance egocentric or sociocentric interests. They are both unfair and unethical in their thinking and in their application of critical thinking skills, using them to their own advantage and to criticize and tear down opposing ideas and arguments.

3. I see the following examples of strong-sense critical thinking in my thinking and actions...
I try to be fair-minded, to listen to opposing views and arguments. One way I do this is by reading from news sources from across the political spectrum, by reading blogs and listening to podcasts from various viewpoints. I have been known to change my mind from time to time, after having been presented with an opposing viewpoint reasonably. And I always attempt to act in good faith, and never to attempt manipulations.

4. I can admit to the following examples of weak-sense critical thinking in my thought and actions....
I have on occasion resorted to sophistry to refute others’ arguments without taking those arguments or viewpoints into due consideration. And I know that I can succumb to rationalizations only too often, particularly if I have reacted strongly emotionally to some behavior or idea that I disliked, and then sought to cover up or excuse that reaction.

5. I can improve my thinking and my behavior in the following ways, based on this analysis...
I could improve my thinking and behavior by more patiently listening to opposing viewpoints, to include asking more questions to understand and clarify without jumping to conclusions and shifting into a defensive, self-justifying, rationalizing mode.
It would also help to exercise more mindfulness and quieting practices to insure that am maintaining conscious, thoughtful responses even under stress.
